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NOT YOUR AVERAGE “LUNCH LADY”
ASD Cafeteria Manager Named 2008 SNAPA “Manager of the Year”
(Allentown, PA) April 29, 2008 – Not often enough are those in the educational food service industry recognized for their contributions to improving the daily experiences of our school children.  This year the School Nutrition Association of Pennsylvania (SNAPA) has chosen Allentown School District’s Kim Holsonback for their 2007-2008 Manager of the Year Award.

Kim has been a Cafeteria Manager for the School District for six years and currently oversees four school locations.  She is a member of the School Nutrition Association as well as a recent participant in Tyson University.  Holsonback promotes her program through communication with principals, faculty, parents and students.  As a result of her efforts, all four schools have over 75% participation in their lunch programs.

“Kim has been an outstanding manager who exhibits an extraordinary commitment to the Child Nutrition Program,” said Pam Gallagher, Director of Child Nutrition Services for ASD.  “Her contribution to our program has resulted in quality customer service and she has had a positive influence on our students.”

Holsonback’s expertise and dedication have led to a Food Club Program at Trexler Middle School, in which students are able to learn about good nutrition, sample new products, have a voice in the menu selection, discover career paths in food service, and participate in annual field trips.  Additionally, Kim took advantage of a Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program grant to offer daily fresh produce while teaching students the value of this food group.  The Dole Banana mascot even stopped by to promote childhood nutrition.  Students and faculty in each of her locations benefit from her knowledge of quality purchasing and food selections.  

The PSFSA Award is designed to recognize the valuable program contribution of a school foodservice and child nutrition manager who works with his/her staff to prepare and serve appetizing meals to children.  The award is decided based on the quality of the school foodservice program, customer service, interest in young people, cooperation, creativity, participation in professional growth and training, and willingness to “go the extra mile.”  Kim’s colleagues and students would certainly agree that she excels in each of these areas. 
About Allentown School District

As the fourth largest of 501 districts throughout the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Allentown School District educates approximately 18,300 students in 22 pre-school, elementary, middle and high schools located throughout the City of Allentown and employs over 2,000 administrators, professionals and staff.  Almost 70 percent of ASD’s students take part in a district-wide free or subsidized lunch program. 
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PHOTO CAPTIONS:

#1&2: In 2005, Kim Holsonback organized a field trip for Trexler Middle School’s Food Club to visit Giorgio Foods, located in Reading, PA.  The students had the opportunity to tour the facility and learn about the farming, processing, and distribution of food products.

#3&4: During National School Breakfast Week in 2008 Kim worked with staff at Jackson Elementary School to serve breakfast to over 300 students and 100 parents.

#5&6: With a grant from the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program, Kim brought in the Dole Banana mascot to teach students about the benefits of eating more fruits and vegetables.  She also took the opportunity to offer a variety of fresh produce on a daily basis.

PAGE  
1

